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SUBJECT: MALI-UPPER VOLTA BORDER DISPUTE 

REF: A) OUAGA 1122 (NOTAL); B) OUAGA 1089 

1. IN CONVERSATION WITH ME MAY 14, MAJOR TIENTARABOUM, 
MINISTER OP YOUTH, SPORTS AND CULTURE, REPERRED TO MALI- 
UPPER VOLTA BORDER DISPUTE AND EXPRESSED HOPE THAT LOME 
MEDIATION COMMISSION WOULD SOON COME THROUGH WITH RECOM- 
MENDATIONS FOR SETTLEMENT OP THE DISPUTE. HE SAID PROBLEM 
SO PAR HAS BEEN THAT MEDIATION COMMISSION HAS PAID MORE 
ATTENTION TO SABER RATTLING BY MALIAN LEADERS THAN TO 
PUBLIC OPINION IN BOTH COUNTRIES. HE STATED THAT AVERAGE 
MALIAN HAD SHOWN NO INTEREST IN BORDER DISPUTE WHEREAS 
IN UPPER VOLTA PEELINGS RAN VERY HIGH AGAINST ANY KIND OP 
COMPROMISE, ESPECIALLY AMONG MOSSIS, GOUROUNSIS AND 
GOURMANTCHES. THERE WAS DANGER, HE THOUGHT, THAT MEDIA- 
TION COMMISSION, IN ORDER TO PLACATE MALIAN LEADERS, 
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FACTION TO MALI EVEN THOUGH MALI HAD NO LEGITIMATE CLAIM 
TO CONTESTED AREA. IE THIS HAPPENED, POPUEAR REACTION 
IN UPPER VOLTA WOULD BE "DISASTROUS" AND LAMIZANA REGIME 
WOULD BE IN REAL TROUBLE. TIENTARABOUM ADDED THAT MOSSIS 
WERE VERY PATIENT PEOPLE BUT, WHEN PUSHED TOO EAR THEY 
HAD TENDENCY TO REACT VIOLENTEY AND THERE HAD BEEN SEVERAL 
SUCH REACTIONS IN THEIR LONG HISTORY. 

2. COMMENT: AS DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, TIENTARABOUM IS ONE 
OE THE MOST OUTSPOKEN ACTIVISTS IN MILITARY REGIME AND HE 
HAS CERTAINLY DONE HIS BEST TO MAINTAIN A HIGH DEGREE OE 
ANTI-MALIAN FEELING AMONG MOSSI POPULATION. EMBERS OF 
DIPLOMATIC CORPS WERE SURPRISED THAT PRESIDENT LAMIZANA 
DID NOT TAKE HIM WITH HIM ON HIS OEEICIAL VISIT TO CANADA 
SINCE IT IS WELL KNOW THAT, AMONG MEMBERS OE THE MILITARY 
REGIME, TIENTARAOUM IS THE MOST CRITICAL OE LAMIZANA'S 
CONCILIATORY APPROACH TO THE MALI-UPPER VOLTA BORDER DIS- 
PUTS. APPARENTLY, TIENTARAOUM WAS ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED 
TO GO TO CANADA AS MEMBER OF THE OEEICIAL PARTY, BUT HE DID 
NOT GET BACK ON TIME EROM A MEETING HE WAS ATTENDING IN 
KINSHASA. 
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